AMC holiday gifts tie into Buy Mower

Austin Medical Center remembered employees and the community they serve, this year, tying traditional holiday gifts into the Buy Mower, Grow Mower theme.


All 920 AMC employees received a holiday greeting from administrators along with a $75 Buy Mower, Grow Mower gift card, good for products and services throughout the county.  It was the largest holiday bonus program ever for AMC.


“We’ve been thinking about this for awhile,” said Rod Nordeng, Vice President or Organizational Support at AMC.  “We are blessed with great staff, and certainly wanted to recognize them for their outstanding work throughout the year.  But we also wanted to do something for the community.  One of our core values is We Value Community.  And we truly do.  This is were we live and work.  This is the community we serve.  So we decided to reward our employees in a way that we could also give back to the community.”


Adam Rees, Executive Vice President at AMC, echoed Nordeng’s sentiments in his letter to employees.  “In prior years, we have used AwardperQs as the holiday gift,” wrote Rees.  “But this year, we worked with the Austin Area Chamber of Commerce to develop this unique holiday gift that provides staff with local options and recognizes the importance of supporting Mower County businesses whenever possible.”


Community Bank of Austin agreed to provide the cards to AMC at cost in support of the Buy Mower message.  Bank President Bob Cooper is a member of the Chamber Board of Directors.


AMC employees were appreciative of the gift and the message.  An Intranet survey, conducted by Nordeng’s office, founds that about 90 percent of employees planned to spend their gift locally in support of the Buy Mower theme.  And, judging by their comments, they were grateful for the opportunity.  The survey asked for their thoughts on the Buy Mower, Grow Mower campaign.  Some of their responses are listed below.
· “I think this is a great idea…Help support the people who support us.  A great way to support the community we serve.”

· “I think this is a great idea, especially during these tough economic times.  We are much better off supporting local businesses than sending our money out of the community.  I would be in favor of replacing the Great Place points with this benefit to promote our money being spent locally.”

· “What a great way to have Austinites shop in their own town.  We can’t grow if we can’t prove we are willing to shop in Austin.  We need to improve our business district and the only way we can do that is shop Austin.”

· “What is not to love about a win, win situation.  First of all, it was a very generous gift and very much appreciated.  It helped the receiver over an expensive time of year, and it benefited the community by gaining the extra revenue.  Great gift idea!”
· “AMC is showing how we talk the talk on our mission statement and walk the walk with the visa card for Buy Mower-Grow Mower.  Great idea!”
